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MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  
VENTURA, IOWA 

 
Item 1 - Call Meeting to order/roll call  

A regular meeting of the City Council of Ventura, Iowa was held on March 9, 2026.  The meeting was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Joe Schmit. The meeting was held at Ventura City Hall with the following Council 
Members present: John Quintus, Daryl Heinemann, Chuck Shropshire, Mike Thackery and Randy McCollom. 
Also present: City Administrator Donna Powers, Public Works Director Bill Bredlow, Public Works Cougan 
Shropshire, Captain Brandon Heinz with the Clear Lake Police Department and City Attorney John Sorensen.  
Absent: none. 
Item 2 - Consent Agenda  
     Motion by Shropshire/Thackery to approve the consent agenda for March 9, 2026.  Passed unanimously.      

a. Agenda March 9, 2026 
b. Regular Minutes February 23, 2026  
c. Claims Register March 9, 2026 
d. Treasurer’s Report – February 2026 

897e INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 02/25/26 $1,888.40  941 PR 4 FEB 25, 2026 

898e INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 02/25/26 $176.36  941 PR 4.01 FEB 25, 2026 

899e STATE OF IOWA 02/27/26 $1,371.46  WET TAX FEB 2026 

900e IPERS 02/27/26 $3,082.42  FEB 2026 RETIREMENT 

901e STATE OF IOWA 02/27/26 $351.14  FEB 2026 WITHHOLDING 

902e INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 03/02/26 $667.33  941 PR 4.02 MAR 1, 2026 

903e ALLIANT ENERGY-IP&L 03/02/26 $518.26  UTILITIES 

32224 BREDLOW, WILLIAM D 02/25/26 $1,978.84  PAYROLL 

32225 POWERS, DONNA M 02/25/26 $1,871.80  PAYROLL 

32226 SHROPSHIRE, COUGAN 02/25/26 $1,641.57  PAYROLL 

32227 SHROPSHIRE, COUGAN 02/25/26 $655.06  PAYROLL 

32228 CLARK, MATHEW N 03/01/26 $119.41  PAYROLL 

32229 DELANEY, GERI 03/01/26 $1,684.98  PAYROLL 

32230 DEVRIES, TAMARA 03/01/26 $141.68  PAYROLL 

32231 HOWARD, PENNY J 03/01/26 $455.26  PAYROLL 

32232 ROENFANZ, LOUANNA KAY 03/01/26 $478.00  PAYROLL 

32233 UNGER, CYNTHIA 03/01/26 $79.18  PAYROLL 

32234 AMERICAN PATCHWORK  03/09/26 $33.00  LB - MAGAZINE RENEWAL 

32235 ARNOLD MOTOR SUPPLY 03/09/26 $205.59  PW/FD OIL/FILTERS 

32236 BADGER METER 03/09/26 $472.15  WT - ENDPOINT FEE FEB 2026 

32237 BROTHERS ACE HARDWARE  03/09/26 $226.72  SUPPLIES 

32238 CENTRAL IOWA DISTRIBUTING, INC 03/09/26 $1,076.00  FD/CC - JANITORIAL SUPPLIES 

32239 CITY OF CLEAR LAKE 03/09/26 $82,687.50  28E LAW ENFORCE MAR2026 

32240 CLEAN-VIEW WINDOW CLEANING 03/09/26 $25.00  LB - WINDOW CLEANING 

32241 COLUMN SOFTWARE PBC 03/09/26 $433.26  LEGAL PUBLICATIONS  

32242 DEMCO 03/09/26 $250.45  LB - SUPPLIES 

32243 FAMILY HANDYMAN 03/09/26 $20.00  LB - MAGAZINE SUBSCR 2YR 

32244 FAREWAY STORES INC. 03/09/26 $70.47  LB - PROGRAM EXPENSE 

32245 FLOYD & LEONARD AUTO ELECTRIC 03/09/26 $27.01  FD –PLUG/FILTERS 

32246 GENERAL TRAFFIC CONTROLS, INC 03/09/26 $3,411.00  TRAFFIC SPEED SIGN S MAIN 

32247 GERI DELANEY 03/09/26 $188.92  LB - EXPENSES 

32248 HACH 03/09/26 $80.39  CHEMICALS 

32249 IMFOA 03/09/26 $50.00  MEMBERSHIP - POWERS  

32250 INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES 03/09/26 $1,396.12  LB - BOOKS 
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32251 MID-AMERICA PUBLISHING CORP. 03/09/26 $95.00  LB - CLMR SUBSCRIPTION 1YR 

32252 MIDWEST WHEEL 03/09/26 $84.19  TRACTOR MIRROR 

32253 OLD GLORY FARM 03/09/26 $228.38  FD - FLAG POLE TOP 

32254 QUILL CORPORATION 03/09/26 $880.07  LB/CH TONER/SUPPLIE 

32255 SECRETARY OF STATE 03/09/26 $30.00  NOTARY RENEWAL  

32256 TRUGREEN PAYMENT PROCESSING 03/09/26 $2,973.56  WEED /AERATION/SEED 

32257 USA BLUEBOOK 03/09/26 $120.17  WT - CHEMICAL LAB  

32258 VEENSTRA & KIMM, INC. 03/09/26 $7,625.05  CONST ENG TRAIL 

32259 VTEL 03/09/26 $747.84  TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

32260 WILLIAM BREDLOW 03/09/26 $45.00  REIMB-IAWEA LICENSE 

32261 Z-MAN MARK ZIRBEL 03/09/26 $3,763.45  LB - GUTTERS 

   $124,407.44    
 

February 2026 Revenue Totals by Fund   February 2026 Claim Totals by Fund 
General Fund  $406,743.75 General Fund $68,415.05 
Road Use Fund  $6,457.71 Road Use Fund $13,092.07 
Local Option Sales Tax  $12,113.44 Local Option Sales Tax $14,125.39 
Special Assessments  $0.00 Special Assessments $0.00 
Debt Service  $743.02 Debt Service $0.00 
Capital Project  $0.00 Capital Project $0.00 
Water Fund  $27,259.54 Water Fund $13,051.53 
Sewer Fund  $7,501.08 Sewer Fund $6,521.06 
Total  $460,818.54 Total  $115,205.10 

 
Item 3 - Police Report – 46 calls for service from 2/23/2026 – 3/8/2026. Animal at Large (1), Business Check (5), 
City Ordinance Violation (1), CL Medical Call (1), Community Policing (3), Hang Up, accidental or incomplete 911 
(1), Ice Rescue (1), Motorist Assist (1), Park or Event Check (11), Radar (8), Suspicious Person/Vehicle/Other (1), 
Test Call (2), Traffic Stop Vehicle (9), Welfare Check of Person (1). 
Item 4 – Steve Fettkether, Edwards Brandt Insurance – City Insurance Policy 

Steve Fettkether, Edwards Brandt Insurance, presented insurance policy premium quotes from Iowa 
Communities Assurance Pool (ICAP), Provident – Iowa Municipal Insurance LTD, and Employers Mutual 
Casualty Co. (EMC). The City’s current policy is through EMC. Fettkether estimated a renewed policy with EMC 
to be $48,963.00, a decrease from the current year’s policy premium. After discussion and comparison between 
the quoted policies a motion was made. Motion by Quintus and seconded by Thackery to accept the proposed 
policy renewal with EMC Insurance. Motion passed unanimously. 
Item 5 – East Lake Street Recreational Trail Project 

a. Project Update – Drew Sweers, Veenstra & Kimm, reported Alliant is working on underground utility 
installations. Old poles will be removed in April or May. 

b. Review Trail Lighting Project Cost – Sweers presented two options for payment of lighting along the East 
Lake Street trail. Alliant would charge a monthly fee per pole for the life of the poles, or a one-time charge 
of approximately $25,120 at the time of installation. Sweers explained the more cost effective option is the 
one-time charge. The installation of the light poles would not be included in the trail project grant. City 
Clerk Powers confirmed the cost of the installation would come from reserves allocated to the trail project. 
Council agreed to make a one-time payment for installation of the Alliant light poles. 

Item 6 – Review FY26-27 Levy Rate and Budget Line Items 
 The Council reviewed FY26-27 budget line items. No formal action was taken on this item. 
Item 7 – Public Works update - Public Works Director Bill Bredlow reported on the following: 

a. Graphics for truck quote. Bredlow presented a quote for reflective safety chevrons on the tailgate of two 
pickup trucks and partial wrap for one public works truck. A motion was made by Shropshire and 
seconded by Heinemann to accept the quote for reflective chevrons on the tailgates of 2 public works 
pickup trucks at a cost not to exceed $1,000 and not to include the quoted partial wrap. 

b. Removal of sign at corner of Main St. and Sena St. A request had been made by Five Star Coop to 
remove a pole sign in the public right of way at the corner of their property. Council agreed to allow Five 
Star Coop to remove the sign with the assistance of Public Works. 

c. Servicing equipment. 
d. Deteriorating asphalt on S. Nelson St.  
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e. Traffic speed sign to replace damaged sign on S. Main has been delivered. 
Item 8 – Old Business  

Powers brought forward a revised 28E Agreement proposal between Clear Lake Police Dept. and City of 
Ventura for law enforcement services. Discussion took place. A motion was made by Thackery and seconded by 
Shropshire to accept the 28E Agreement proposal. Motion passed unanimously. 
Item 9 - New Business  
 Powers announced the Ventura Library will hold a fundraiser event serving Dad’s Belgian Waffles on 
Saturday, March 28 from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Ventura Community Center. 
 Powers reported Clear Lake Watershed Coordinator Adam Sears visited Ventura that morning. Powers, 
Bredlow, Shropshire and Councilman McCollom attended a tour with Sears.  
Item 10 - Public Forum none 
Item 11 – Adjournment  

Motion by Thackery and seconded by Heinemann to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m.  Passed unanimously. 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Joe Schmit, Mayor  
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Donna Powers, City Clerk/Administrator  


