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MINUTES OF REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING  
VENTURA, IOWA 

 
Item # 1 - Call Meeting to order/roll call  

A regular meeting of the City Council of Ventura, Iowa was held on January 22, 2024.  The meeting was called to 
order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Joe Schmit. The meeting was held at Ventura City Hall with the following Council 
Members present: John Quintus, Mike Thackery, Brad Peterson, Daryl Heinemann and John Horrigan.  Also present 
were: City Administrator/Clerk Donna Powers, Public Works Director Bill Bredlow, Chief Mike Colby with the Clear 
Lake Police Department and City Attorney John Sorensen. Absent: none. 
Item # 2 - Consent Agenda  

Motion by Heinemann/Quintus to approve the consent agenda for January 22, 2024.  Passed unanimously.          
a. Agenda January 22, 2024 
b. Regular Minutes January 8, 2024 
c. Claims Register January 22, 2024 
d. Treasurer’s Report – December 2023 
 

680e IRS 18-Jan-24 $1,717.72  941 JAN 17, 2024 PR #2.0 

681e IRS 18-Jan-24 $111.05  941 JAN 17, 2024 PR #2.01 

682e IRS 18-Jan-24 $1,165.82  JAN 17, 2024 941 PR #2.02 

30638 BREDLOW, WILLIAM D 17-Jan-24 $1,791.25  PAYROLL 

30639 POWERS, DONNA M 17-Jan-24 $1,735.71  PAYROLL 

30640 SHROPSHIRE, COUGAN 17-Jan-24 $1,416.96  PAYROLL 

30641 TAYLOR, ELSE 17-Jan-24 $131.69  PAYROLL 

30642 BREDLOW, WILLIAM D 17-Jan-24 $2,557.12  PAYROLL 

30643 ABSOLUTE WASTE REMOVAL 22-Jan-24 $6,310.50  SANITATION/RECYCLING 

30644 ALLIANT ENERGY-IP&L 22-Jan-24 $5,585.61  UTILITIES 

30645 BROTHERS ACE HARDWARE  22-Jan-24 $119.67  LIGHTPOLE CABLE TIES/ELEC TAPE 

30646 CITY OF CLEAR LAKE 22-Jan-24 $200.00  AMBULANCE CALLS (2) 

30647 CL AREA CHAMBER OF COMM 22-Jan-24 $125.00  CHAMBER BOARD MEALS 

30648 COLUMN SOFTWARE PBC 22-Jan-24 $245.09  LEGAL PUB - 1/8/24 MINUTES/CLAIMS 

30649 FEDEX 22-Jan-24 $25.95  WT SMPL SHIPPING 

30650 FLOYD & LEONARD AUTO  22-Jan-24 $141.47  CHAINSAW CHAINS SHARPENING 

30651 GORDYS REPAIR & IMPL 22-Jan-24 $67.89  LARGE MOWER KNIVES 

30652 HANCOCK COUNTY COOP OIL 22-Jan-24 $35.43  FUEL - FD 

30653 HOTSY EQUIPMENT COMPANY 22-Jan-24 $96.00  PW - SOAP 

30654 HUBER SUPPLY CO., INC. 22-Jan-24 $40.00  PW - WELDING GAS 

30655 HYGIENIC LABORATORY 22-Jan-24 $36.00  LAB FEES 

30656 JIM'S TREE SERVICE LLC 22-Jan-24 $300.00  PW - GRIND STUMPS 

30657 QUILL CORPORATION 22-Jan-24 $214.18  WTP-SUPPLIES 

30658 SANDRY FIRE SUPPLY LLC 22-Jan-24 $684.82  FD - EQUIPMENT 

30659 SHANE MONSON CONST 22-Jan-24 $10,950.00  SEWER MAIN REPAIR - NELSON STREET 

30660 TRUGREEN COMMERCIAL 22-Jan-24 $2,953.00  WEED CONTROL CC&PARKS 2024 

30661 VENTURA FIREFIGHTERS ASSOC 22-Jan-24 $3,787.00  FD - TRAINING HOURS 

30662 VERIZON WIRELESS 22-Jan-24 $80.02  FD - TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

30663 WELLMARK BLUECROSS 22-Jan-24 $10,062.00  EMPLOYEE HEALTHCARE 

30664 WILLIAM BREDLOW 22-Jan-24 $59.39  REIMBURSEMENT - WTP LAB SUPPLIES 

30665 WYNN O. JONES & ASSOCIATES 22-Jan-24 $155.00  WTP - SHELVING 

   $52,901.34   
 

December 2023 Revenue Totals by Fund  December 2023 Claim Totals by Fund 
General Fund  $26,791.50 General Fund $56,128.09 
Road Use Fund  $8,563.52 Road Use Fund $7,952.78 
Local Option Sales Tax  $12,323.35 Local Option Sales Tax $21.61 
Special Assessments  $0.00 Special Assessments $0.00 
Debt Service  $4,744.43 Debt Service $31,653.68 
Capital Project  $141,416.19 Capital Project $0.00 
Water Fund  $26,323.04 Water Fund $19,513.60 
Sewer Fund  $6,081.97 Sewer Fund $2,669.55 
Total  $226,244.00 Total  $117,939.31 
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Item # 3 - Police Report – Police Chief Colby presented the police report. 45 calls for service from 1/8/2024 – 
1/21/2024: Business Check (7), CL Medical Call (3), Community Policing (7), Follow Up (3), Found Property (1), 
Harassment (1), Motorist Assist (1), Overtime Parking (1), Parking Complaint (1), Park or Event Check (2), Property 
Damage Collision (4), Public Works Issue (2), Radar (6), Road Debris/Conditions (1), Suspicious Person/Vehicle (1), 
Test Call (1), Theft or Shoplifting (1), Traffic Stop (1), Wanted Person Check (1). 

Chief Colby gave compliments to public works for snow removal. Colby reported the old storm sirens have been 
removed and new ones are in commission. Colby attended the Cerro Gordo County Emergency Management 
Commission meeting on January 16th at which the proposed FY2025 EMA Budget was presented. He recommended a 
representative from Ventura attend the next scheduled EMA Budget meeting.  
Item #4 – FY24-25 Property Tax Levy Rate and set date for public hearing March 24, 2024 

Powers reviewed the FY24-25 proposed budget and property tax levy rate with the Council.  The current general 
levy rate is $7.05 generating $490,000.  A proposed 2% decrease, coupled with a valuation increase would set the 
property tax levy rate at $6.91 generating $498,598. The debt service levy rate is proposed to be set at $3.01 for a 
combined total of $9.92. This proposed rate would be twenty-six cents less than the total FY23-24 levy rate. 

Motion by Quintus and seconded by Thackery, to set the date for the Property Tax Levy Hearing for March 25, 
2024.  Passed unanimously. 
Item #5 – Review FY24-25 Budget Line Items 

The Council reviewed FY24-25 budget line items. There was discussion on upcoming and future projects. No 
formal action was taken on this item.  
Item #6 – Resolution 24-02 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SALE AND DISPOSAL THEREOF, 1984 
CHEVROLET FIRETRUCK PUMPER 

Powers stated that the City of Ventura requested sealed bids to sell a 1984 Chevrolet Firetruck Pumper. One 
sealed bid was received from Iowa Regular Baptist Camp in the amount of $500.00.     

Motion by Thackery and seconded by Peterson to approve Resolution 24-02, A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 
SALE AND DISPOSAL THEREOF, 1984 CHEVROLET FIRETRUCK PUMPER and accept the $500.00 bid from Iowa 
Regular Baptist Camp to purchase the 1984 Chevrolet Firetruck Pumper. Roll call vote:   

 Ayes:  Thackery, Quintus, Peterson, Horrigan and Heinemann  
 Nays:  none. 
Whereupon Mayor Schmit declared Resolution 24-02 duly adopted.   

Item #7 – Public Works Update Bredlow reported on the following: 
a. River City Communications will be working at the Community Center replacing locks. 
b. Sewer line repair on Nelson Street is complete. 
c. Damage to the barrier on the bridge at Venetian Canal was caused by an accident. Bredlow is getting a repair 

estimate. 
d. Public Works employee Shropshire is currently training for a 30-hour basic water course. 
e. Light pole at Ventura Mart was struck by a vehicle. The pole and the base were damaged and need to be 

replaced. Bredlow will provide the cost estimate at the next meeting. 
Item #8 - Old Business  

a. Community Center Part-Time Custodian Job Posting – Powers announced the position was posted on 
1/16/24. The application deadline is 2/2/2024. Job description and application are available at Ventura City 
Hall or online at www.venturaiowa.com. 

Item #9 - New Business  
a. Cerro Gordo County Special Use Permit – JBS Rentals, LLC, Parcel 051720000500, Clear Lake Township. 

The permit application is a request to operate a boat hoist storage facility. The permit application will be 
considered by the Cerro Gordo County Board of Adjustment, January 30, 2024. The land is owned by Gene & 
Kathy Hinrichs and leased to JBS Rentals, LLC. It currently houses approximately 150 hoists. The land directly 
to the south of this parcel is owned by JBS Rentals, LLC and the hoists will eventually be moved to that 
location. There were no comments or objections to the application. 

b. Mayor Schmit noted he is working with Public Works Director Bredlow and V&K, Jason Petersburg on plans to 
run a water line on the northside of Highway 18 to Clearwater Campgrounds.  

c. Horrigan announced the Cerro Gordo County Planning and Zoning Commission will begin the process to draft 
a new ordinance related to wind and solar energy. The Commission will be holding public input meetings at 5 
locations and dates. The February 15th meeting will be held at the Ventura Community Center from 6:00 p.m. 
to 8:00 p.m.   

Item #10 - Public Forum none 
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Item #11 - Adjournment  

Motion by Thackery and seconded by Horrigan to adjourn the meeting at 9:13 p.m.  Passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________________ 
Joe Schmit, Mayor  
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Donna Powers, City Clerk/Administrator  


