
 

MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
October 24, 2023                                Ventura, Iowa 
 
     A meeting of the Board of Adjustment of Ventura, Iowa was held on October 24, 2023. The meeting was called to order 
by City Administrator Donna Powers at 6:00 p.m. at the Ventura City Hall.    Board Members present, Gary Coe, Jim Cash, 
Michele Badker, Matt Klein, City Administrator/Clerk Donna Powers, and City Attorney John Sorensen.  Absent: Lorene 
Dykstra.   
 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:  This meeting is being called to address the appeal for variance by Dennis and Stacy 
Wilson, for the property at 517-519 West Lake Street described as: 
 

Lots Six (6) and Seven (7) West Lake Addition to Ventura, Iowa. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF VARIANCE:  Applicant requests a variance from Ordinance 170.03, section 2. 
 
Section 2 
No Private garage shall exceed 864 square feet in area or have a side wall height of 
greater than 10 feet or a peak height greater than 18 ft.  The garage must be compatible 
with the architecture and construction of similar dwellings and other buildings in the 
neighborhood.  Metal buildings of pole type or machine shed type construction are not 
permitted.  The building must be sided with a house type siding and the roof shall be the 
same as the existing area building.  No galvanized or colored steel siding or roofing is 
permitted 

 
Item # 1 Applicant is requesting 1,440 square feet building (30’ X 48’).   
Item # 2 Applicant is requesting a side wall height of 14 feet and a peak height of 19 ft.     
Item # 3 Applicant is requesting steel siding and roofing materials. 
 

 
 
     City Administrator Powers gave a description of the projected building and the variance requested. She noted neighbors 
within 200 ft. of said property were been notified of the public hearing by mail. To this date one response was received.  
David and Heather Sims, 511 W. Lake St. had no objection and support the request for a variance for the proposed 
building. 
 City Attorney Sorensen explained the process of the hearing and opened it up to the applicant for comment. 
 Applicant Dennis Wilson noted he will be using the building to store recreational vehicles and equipment. Wilson 
explained the size of the 3.5 acre property will require a larger mower. He explained he would like to keep vehicles and 
equipment out of the yard. Wilson believed this to be hardship. The size will be enough space and he will be able to afford 
this storage. Wilson spoke with neighboring properties, One Vision and Murphy, and received their support.  
 Wilson described the building as not an Ag building. It will have a nice residential look to it. The roof will tie win with the 
look of a residential building. Cash asked how the house will be constructed. Wilson said it will have architectural touches, 
stone wainscoting and steel siding. Klein asked how the building will be accessed. Wilson explained a tree will be removed 
and the driveway will be on a geogrid. 



 Wilson clarified he can change the height of the peak to the allowed 18’ by changing the pitch. The reasoning for the 19’ 
is to allow clearance for a pontoon or recreational vehicle. 
 
 Powers opened the public hearing at 6:16 p.m. 
 
 Kevin Hendrikson, 502 W. Lake St., asked for clarification on the location of the building on the lot. Wilson explained 
the location he believed is the best placement for coverage. The building is smaller than the main house and he does not 
want it to be obtrusive. 
  
 Powers closed the public hearing at 6:17 p.m. 
 
 Sorensen suggested to the board that when making a decision some things to consider are: any neighboring objections 
to the variance and will the improvement be generally acceptable within the character of the entire neighborhood.  
 
 Board members had further discussion. Klein mentioned properties in the area that are more offensive than this would 
be. He said trees block the view from the highway on the northside of the property. He made note that there are good 
updated building products available. He believed the sq. footage proposed compared to the size of the lot is pretty 
conservative.  
 Cash noted he had concerns with the size of the building. There was discussion regarding using the two lots to 
construct two buildings versus the one larger building. Coe did not support the size of the building but was ok with the steel 
roof. Coe asked why build a big pole barn in a new neighborhood. Badker said she was in support of having property and 
vehicles enclosed.  
 
 Klein moved to approve the variance application as written. Badker seconded. Roll call resulted as follows: 
  Ayes  Klein, Badker 
  Nays  Cash, Coe 
 

Discussion continued. Wilson addressed the look of the building in regards to Coe’s question about building a pole 
barn. He explained it will have the look of a residential garage. The interior will be framed and insulated. He will have 
enough room for a trailer and the other space will be used for tool benches. 
      
 Klein moved to revisit the initial motion for reconsideration. Badker seconded. Roll call resulted as follows: 

Ayes  Klein, Badker, Cash 
  Nays  Coe 

Motion carried. Variance granted. 
    
 

Motion by Klein and seconded by Badker to adjourn at 6:55 p.m.  Passed unanimously.   
 
 
 
 
 
  ____________________________  
              Gary Coe, Presiding Board Member 
  
Attest: 
                         _____________________________ 
                         Donna Powers, City Administrator/Clerk    


